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Activity Report  
CUPB successfully organizes India’s First Science Leadership Workshop supported by four premier Science 

Academies of India. 

· More than 20,000 participants from India & Abroad registered and virtually attended this Workshop 
· Internationally acclaimed well-known Scientists & Science Experts delivered lectures on different aspects of 
'Science Leadership' during this online Workshop. 
  

Central University of Punjab Bathinda (CUPB) successfully organised India’s first seven-day online ‘Science Leadership 
Workshop’ (SLW) in the last week of June (22-28 June 2020) under the guidance of honourable Vice-Chancellor Prof 
R.K. Kohli. The Programme was supported by three prestigious Science Academies of India (Indian Academy of 
Sciences, Bangalore, Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi, and The National Academy of Sciences, India, 
Allahabad), and its objective was to train future science leaders & enhance the leadership skills of young PhD 
Supervisors. The Inaugural Session was presided by Prof Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, Department of Science and 
Technology, GOI.  The Chief Guest of the valedictory session was Prof. Shekhar C Mande, Director General, CSIR. 
More than 20,000 participants from different countries across the world, comprising young scientists, young science 
faculty, and research scholars, attended this mega science event via online mode.  

The keynote speaker of the inaugural session was Prof Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary DST. In his address, he mentioned 
that scientific  leadership should be adopted at an  individual,  laboratory, departmental, and at  the  institutional  level, 
where we need to work together  in as a team  in cooperation with each other to conduct qualitative research and to 
achieve our organisation's broader objective. 

In the concluding session, Prof Shekhar C Mande delivered a detailed lecture on ‘India’s Journey in Science & 
Technology over the years’. He complimented Prof. R.K. Kohli, & organising team for beautiful execution of this 
workshop & for providing an opportunity to young scientists during COVID-19 times to listen to acclaimed Science 
Leaders to enhance their skills. 

Prof R.K. Kohli, Vice-Chancellor, CUPB, and the Convener of this Workshop mentioned that this SLW is a unique 
initiative of all three science academies & is the first of its kind Workshop on Science Leadership in India. He added, the 
tremendous response received from participants from across the world & their level of interaction during the sessions 
indicate that the workshop has achieved its purpose. He stated that CUPB is committed for organising such events in 
future as well. 

During the Valedictory Session, Dr Felix Bast, the Workshop Coordinator informed that twenty-six interactive lectures 
on vital aspects of science leadership were held in this one-week SLW. He added, the resource persons of this SLW were 
eminent scientists and science-experts representing leading science institutes from India & Abroad, like Prof Dipander 
Chatterji (Padma Shri Awardee), Prof. Gagandeep Kang (first Indian Women Scientist to become fellow of the 
prestigious Royal Society of London); Dr. Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw (Founder and Chairperson of 3 Billion USD worth 
Biocon India Limited); Prof. Magdalena Skipper (Chief Editor, Nature); Prof. Ram Ramaswamy (Ex-President, Indian 
Academy of Sciences, Bangalore); Prof. Renu Swarup (Secretary DBT); Prof. Shahid Jameel (CEO, DBT/Wellcome 
Trust India Alliance), Prof. Shabana Sharma (TIFR Mumbai); Prof. Shubha Tale (TIRF Mumbai); Prof. LS Shashidhara 
(IISER Pune), Prof. Alok Dhawan (Director, CSIR-IITR) and many other dignitaries. Out of 26 speakers, 15 were 
female, to ensure gender equality and to upheld the spirit of 'women in science'- a major theme of this year's science day 
by the union government. The workshop featured several important topics of science leadership, such as Critical 
Thinking, Group Communication, Problem Solving, Creativity & Innovation, Time Management, Risk-Taking, 
Mentoring, Team Work, Coping up with mental stress as a Scientist, Flexibility, Helping PhD Students for emotional 
well-being, Decision Making, Active Listening & Empathy, Women in Science, Cross-cultural Communication, Lab 
Culture etc. Dr Felix thanked all the resource persons for their association as well organising team members who worked 
tirelessly for the execution of this workshop. He informed that this workshop was entirely free and participants would 
receive digitally validated e-certificates after qualifying exit exam on the completion of this course.  

 


